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Grace Community Groups 
Discussion Guide for Sunday, October 4, 2009 

Proverbs 8 – Knowing Wisdom 
 
Introduction:  
 
The book of Proverbs could be summed up with one goal: “get wisdom.”  In fact, the 
word “wisdom” or “wise” is used 107 times in just 31 chapters.   
 
Question: But what are we talking about when we refer to wisdom?   
 
Wisdom is not just knowledge, but the right application or use of knowledge.  What 
knowledge?  Knowledge from Godʼs Word about all areas of life—how the world really 
is, how things are and work—and making choices according to a right understanding.  
When we see all of life the way God sees it, we can conform our character and conduct 
in ways that in accordance to His will and way, and this requires what the Bible calls 
wisdom.  It is important to see that wisdom depends on living rightly in Godʼs eyes and 
not our own, for Solomon explains, 
 

“Do you see a man who is wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool 
than for him.” 
Proverbs 26:12  

 
The classroom of wisdom is all of life, and we are called to live skillfully by embracing 
the knowledge that comes from Godʼs revelation of Himself in Scripture.  Therefore 
wisdom is inherently applicational, meaning that what we are doing through our 
community group requires wisdom as we seek to apply what we have learned from 
Godʼs Word to every area of our lives.  To simply acquire information may increase 
knowledge, but such knowledge without application fails to filter down in the very areas 
where we need transformation.   
 
Question: What are some specific areas where wisdom is needed? 
(Examples: Marriage, parenting, work, money/finances, time management, conflict, 
goals/direction in life, etc.) 
 
Question: Who is it that needs wisdom? 
 
We all do!  We all should take the position of learner and listener, as we will see that 
from the first call to the last exhortation, wisdom makes a plea for listening ears.   
 
   Text: Proverbs 8 
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Although wisdom makes a general appeal to “all the sons of men,” she specifically calls 
out to “simple ones” and “fools” (8:5).  Throughout Proverbs, the wise man is contrasted 
with the fool, and the man of understanding with the simple one.  For instance: 
 
 Fools 
 
The wise will inherit honor, but fools get disgrace. 
Proverbs 3:35 
 
The wise of heart will receive commandments, but a babbling fool will come to ruin. 
Proverbs 10:8 
 
The wise lay up knowledge, but the mouth of a fool brings ruin near. 
Proverbs 10:14 
 
The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man listens to advice. 
Proverbs 12:15 
 
One who is wise is cautious and turns away from evil, but a fool is reckless and 
careless. 
Proverbs 14:16 
 
The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouths of fools pour out folly. 
Proverbs 15:2 
 
A fool gives full vent to his spirit, but a wise man quietly holds it back. 
Proverbs 29:11 
 
 Simple Ones 
 
At the beginning of Proverbs, wisdom calls out to the simple ones: 
 

“How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? How long will scoffers 
delight in their scoffing and fools hate knowledge? 
Proverbs 1:22 

 
This call is remarkably similar to what we find in the first five verses of Proverbs 8.  
About the “simple one,” Proverbs says he is one who “believes everything” (Prov. 14:15) 
and turns away to folly (Prov. 1:32; 14:18) because he lacks insight (Prov. 9:6) and 
prudence (Prov. 8:5; 19:25).  When danger comes their way, instead of avoiding it, they 
fall headlong into it and suffer (Prov. 22:3; 27:12).  Instead of understanding, a simple 
man is plagued with ignorance.  Instead of prudence, the simple man is caught up by 
the consequences of poor decisions.  Instead of having discernment between right and 
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wrong, the simple man simple believes everything he hears.  Worst of all, however, the 
simple ones love being simple (Prov. 1:22).  
 
Point: While perhaps no one would like to admit being a fool or “simple” person, this is a 
good time for assess our lives in light of wisdomʼs invitation to listen and learn.  How 
many times have we gone down a path because we lacked insight?  How often have 
you fallen into sin because of the absence of prudence?  How easy has it been to 
believe everything without gaining sound judgment and discernment?  The truth be 
known, we are all simple and in great need of the wisdom that only God can provide us. 
 
Transition: Instead of loving “the simple life,” we should have a longing to know “the 
skillful life.”  To know wisdom is to use the knowledge given to us by God to live in a 
way that pleases and glorifies Him.   
 

1. The Value of Knowing Wisdom (5-11) 
 
The first point Pastor Tom brought out in his message this morning was the great value 
of knowing wisdom.  What has greater earthly value than silver or gold?  And yet 
wisdom says “receive my instruction and not silver, and knowledge rather than choice 
gold” (8:10).  Not just any gold, but choice gold.  The very best the world could offer you 
in value does not compare to the knowledge and understanding you could gain in the 
school of wisdom!  If the point is not plain enough, wisdom says that nothing you could 
ever desire would come close to her. 
 
Question: How do we know what is most valuable to us? 
(how we treat it; to what degree we consciously appreciate it; how much we use it, etc.) 
 
Proverbs 16:16 says “how much better to get wisdom than gold! To get understanding 
is to be chosen rather than silver.”  When you appraise wisdom as more valuable than 
anything this world has to offer, you will never throw her away.  The surpassing value of 
wisdom will be on display both in wealth and poverty, health and sickness, life and 
death.  There is never a time we do not need wisdom, nor can we “afford” to live without 
her! 
 
Illustration: Imagine you are at an antique show looking to buy some fine china. If you 
have never been around antiques or fine china, how would you know what is most 
valuable?  You wouldnʼt!  You would have to rely upon someone who has the intimate 
knowledge and personal experience in the realm of antiques.  Everyday you live, you 
gain more knowledge and experience in life, and with each passing day you recognize 
how much you need wisdom and how much it is worth.  A young child could not tell you 
the value of wisdom, but ask a veteran saint who has walked the valleys low and 
ascended the mountaintops of life.  The longer you live, the more of life you experience, 
the more valuable wisdom will become to you.  Better to appraise her worth early than 
to be a fool and love our simple ways! 
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Question: In what ways is wisdom more valuable than wealth? Than power? 
 
Question: How do we “cheapen” the worth of wisdom in our lives? 
 
(ignoring her calls, forgetting what weʼve learned, not applying the knowledge weʼve 
attained, refusing to listen to the counsel of others); examples of those who do this are 
“fools” and “simple ones” 
 

2. The Essence of Wisdom (12-14) 
 
The second point Pastor Tom brought out was the essence of wisdom in verses 12-14.  
In these verses we find several friends of wisdom, such as prudence, knowledge, 
discretion, counsel, understanding, and strength.  At the heart of this, moreover, is the 
“fear of the Lord.”  Proverbs 9:10 says that “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.”  The key that unlocks the 
treasury of wisdom is the fear of the Lord.  Without it, it is impossible to know wisdom. 
 
Question: What is the relationship between wisdom and “the fear of the Lord”?  
Whatʼs the significance here? 
 
(fear of the Lord is the biblical expression of living before God (coram deo) in reverential 
awe to his greatness and humble submission to his sovereign will; wisdom seeks to live 
out Godʼs will as revealed in Scripture; those who fear the Lord worship the God of the 
will) 
 
Notice that wisdom reveals who are her friends and those who are her enemies.  Her 
enemies are pride, arrogance, the perverse mouth, and evil.  Knowing wisdom means to 
befriend her friends and hate the things she hates.  Therefore, we must address these 
enemies as our enemies and discover times when they exist in our own hearts and 
lives.   
 
Question: Given the essence of wisdom, why would it be so difficult for sinful 
man to know and apply? 
 
We are, by our sinful natures, very prideful and arrogant, doing wicked deeds because 
of our evil hearts.  The very things wisdom hates are the things we so prone to do apart 
from grace. The indictment against sinful man is that “there is no fear of God before 
their eyes” (Rom. 3:18) which lies at the heart of biblical wisdom.  
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3. The Usefulness of Wisdom (15-21) 
 
The third point Pastor Tom brought up was the usefulness of wisdom, as seen in verses 
15 through 21. Notice who are the kinds of people who are finding wisdom useful.   
 
Kings reign with it. Rulers decree justice with it.  Princes, nobles, and all the judges of 
the earth rule by it.   
 
Question: Whatʼs the point in bringing up these specific examples? 
 
(There are no more important people with greater responsibilities than kings, rulers, 
princes, nobles, and judges.  If they have found wisdom to be useful, how much more 
should we!) – the argument from the greater to the lesser (these have more resources 
available to them, and yet they have come to see the value of wisdom and through it 
execute their office)   
 
Point: The degree to which you use wisdom is directly proportional to how much you 
value it.  “I love those who love me . . .” You do not love what you do not appreciate. 
“Those who seek me diligently will find me . . .” You do not pursue what you do not 
place great value.    
 
It is interesting that while wisdom exhorts her listeners to not get gold or silver that she 
says her fruit is “better than gold” and her revenue better than “choice silver.”   
 
Question: Why is the wealth and riches of wisdom not that of gold and silver? 
 
(The wealth of wisdom is enduring riches meaning that they are not bound up within this 
worldʼs order.  The riches are eternal.  That is why they are nestled next to 
righteousness.) 
 
Question: Can you think of a specific example recently where wisdom has been 
useful in your life experience?   
(ask for people to share; be prepared to personally share if no one else does0 
 
 

4. The Accessibility of Wisdom (1-4, 17, 22-36) 
 
The final point from this morning was the accessibility of wisdom.  Did you notice where 
she could be found?  Look again at verses one through four.   
 

• on the top of the high hill 
• beside the way where the paths meet 
• by the gates at the entrance of the city (at the entrance of the doors) 
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These are all very prominent places. Imagine being on the top of a high hill and looking 
down into the valley where the people dwell and how far and wide your voice would 
carry and echo for miles.  It is here where wisdom lifts up her voice.  Next she is at the 
intersection of life, on ground level and face to face in the grind of everyday life.  Finally, 
she is at the gates of the entrance of the city—perhaps the most important place of all.  
It is a place of identity, protection, prominence, and prestige.  All together, you get a 
picture of wisdom being available to people in all ways of life, whether important or not. 
 
But ultimately, wisdom is found in a person.  In verses 22-36, we see that wisdom 
existed before creation and was “a master craftsman” in which God prepared the 
heavens, drew a circle on the face of the deep, established the clouds, etc.  To 
understand how wisdom is personified, we need to take into consideration the entirety of 
Scripture.  Where else is wisdom seen as a person?  1 Corinthians 1:24, 30 
 
Jesus Christ is the wisdom of God.  The world cannot know God through worldly 
wisdom (1 Cor. 1:21) but through the foolishness of preaching Christ crucified.   
 
Question: What is the relationship between the gospel of God and the wisdom of 
God? 
 
The very thing wisdom hates (pride and arrogance), the gospel addresses. Those who 
are called are not wise but foolish, not powerful but weak, so that we would have 
absolutely no grounds on which to be proud or boast.  Our boast is solely in Jesus 
Christ who has become for us the wisdom of God!  
 
Conclusion: 
 
Knowing wisdom is to know Jesus Christ, and wisdom is accessible through the gospel.  
Wisdom ultimately does not address changes in our behavior but a change in our 
hearts, from having no fear of God to repenting of our pride and seeing all of life, 
especially ourselves, the way God sees it.  Proverbs says that there is more hope for a 
fool than for a man who is wise in his own eyes.  This is the essence of religion and self-
righteousness.  This was the way of the Pharisees.  Only those who are wise in Godʼs 
eyes recognize their foolish ways and plead for mercy in the cross of Christ.  And only 
they are ultimately wise, for their wisdom is found in Jesus.    


